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1846-47 – Philanthropist Amos Adams Lawrence donates funding for the creation of Lawrence 

University in Appleton, Wisconsin. 

1854 – May 30: The Kansas-Nebraska Act creates Kansas Territory, now open for settlement. 

1854 – September: The City of Lawrence is formally chartered and named for benefactor, Amos 

Adams Lawrence. 

1854 – November: Amos Adams Lawrence corresponds with Charles Robinson about creating a 

university in Lawrence, Kansas Territory, following on his success in a similar venture in Wisconsin, 

and begins donating $100 per month towards its creation. 

1855: The first territorial legislature and Territorial Governor, Andrew Reeder, charters a ‘University 

of Kansas Territory’ to be located in Douglas, KS. That school was never created. 

1856: Amos Adams Lawrence donates $10,000 in securities to be held in trust by Charles Robinson 

for creating an educational institution. According to his biography that $10,000 held in trust was 

inducement for the state in 1863 to locate the university in Lawrence. 

1856 – December 25: Lawrence citizens call for the creation of a new private university, ‘University 

of Lawrence’. Fund raising was begun and the foundation of a building was laid, but never 

materialized. 

1859: Provisions for a state university are written into the Wyandotte Constitution, under which 

Kansas became a state. 

1861 – January 29: Kansas becomes a state with Dr. Charles Robinson as first Governor. 

1863 – February 20: Kansas Governor Thomas Carney signs into law a bill creating the state 

university in Lawrence. The law was conditioned upon a gift from the City of Lawrence of a $15,000 

endowment fund and a site for the university, in or near the town, of not less than forty acres of land. 

If the city failed to meet these conditions, Emporia, instead of Lawrence would get the university. 

1863 – November 2: Governor Carney announces that Lawrence has met all conditions established 

by the legislature to get the state university. 

1864 – March 1: The University of Kansas is formally chartered. 

1865 – March: The Kansas Board of Regents selects Rev. Robert Oliver as first Chancellor. The 

University marks its beginning with this date. 

1865: Work begins on Old North College, the first building at the university. Chancellor Oliver helps 

guide its construction. It is built on the foundation begun in 1859 of the building that was to be 

University of Lawrence, but was never completed. 

1866 – July 19 The Kansas Board of Regents elects KU's first three faculty members. 

1866 – Sept. 12 The University of Kansas officially opens with 26 girls and 29 boys registered. Of 

those 55 only 23 remained at the end of Spring semester. 

1869 - September: First college level courses are taught at KU. 

1873 – June 11: First graduating class at KU with 4 graduates. 



 


